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HOW IS THE CITY ADDRESSING….

In light of the summer drought that contributed to excess 

water usage and an outdoor watering ban for much of the 2021 

summer, residents may want to know how the city is addressing 

various issues related to water supply, water consumption, and 

related topics.

SOD AND SEED INSTALLATION DURING SUMMER 
MONTHS

At the February 7, 2022 the Council discussed possible revisions 

to the ordinance language in City Code Section 500.23 Subd. 

7, including prohibiting sod and seed to be sown during a 

watering ban. In addition, the Council is considering revising the 

language so no seed or sod can be sown between June 1 and 

August 15 in any year. 

There were additional concerns from residents regarding the 

quality of soil laid prior to sod being installed. The Council is 

considering language to require soil which has the organic 

matter needed to promote the growth of seed, sod and other 

vegetation in addition to ensuring the proper amount of soil is 

being laid. 

Because these revisions are in the land use section of city code, 

they require planning commission review and a public hearing. 

Items would then be brought to the Council for review and 

approval. 

NEW DEVELOPMENT 

A water supply analysis was recently completed to verify 

availability of water for planned developments in the city. In 

addition, the city is reviewing new ordinance language to 

require utilization of storm water ponds for irrigation for new 

subdivisions instead of city water supply. 

ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLY AND TREATMENT 
CAPACITY 

The city has been working on various components of water 

supply throughout the last couple months. A test well was 

drilled on City Hall property but did not yield the capacity 

required for a municipal well. To speed up this process, the 

Council has called several special meetings to review findings 

and consider possible sites to drill test wells. Mayor Whalen 

and staff met with the DNR to discuss options, as drilling a 

new well need approval from the DNR. New site options will be 

reviewed at an upcoming council meeting. The City’s next water 

treatment plant will be discussed once the new well sites are 

determined.

HIGH WATER USERS

Due to the drought, there was an excessive use of water 

throughout most of June and July. On average, residents were 

using 3.3 times their winter usage primarily for home irrigation. 

To encourage conservation during the summer months, the city 

will be sending a letter to the high residential users in the city 

to share conservation strategies and resources that will conserve 

water and save money in the future. 

In addition, the Council will be reviewing a proposal for a tiered 

water rate structure which will increase water rates as water 

usage increases.

PREPARING FOR SUMMER 2022

Not only is the City addressing the above issues, but also looking 

at revising the restricted watering schedule and sending high 

water users notifications throughout the summer to those who 

are using excess water for irrigation. The city is planning to have 

all these measures in place by the beginning of summer so the 

Minnetrista is better equipped to handle a drought.
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The highest water usage occurs in the summer when thousands 

of irrigation systems are pumping treated water onto lawns. This 

puts unneeded stress on the water supply system and has the 

potential to impact the City’s ability to protect the safety and 

health of the public. 

WHAT HAPPENED IN SUMMER OF 2021?

With the unusually hot temperatures in June and drought 

conditions (which continues as of when this is written) the 

City experienced a large increase in water demand and usage, 

primarily from home irrigation.

Water towers have sensors that measure elevations. The Kings 

Point Road water tower is considered full when the water 

elevation is 38’. The minimum water level within the water tower 

to provide adequate fire protection is 21’. Several times in June 

the water tower on Kings Point Road dropped below this level 

because the wells and water treatment plant couldn’t fill the 

water tower fast enough to replenish what was being used for 

irrigation. If the water elevation drops below 10’ a drinking water 

advisory would be issued because the water pressure would no 

longer be high enough to keep contaminants from entering 

the water system. If this were to happen, residents would have 

to boil all water used for consumption in their homes, and 
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our water tower would be shut down entirely for three to five 

days for a decontamination process. There were two instances 

in June, 2021 that the Kings Point water tower dropped to 

dangerously low levels due to outdoor irrigation. On June 8, 2021 

the water tower level dropped from 35’ to 13’ within 8 hours, and 

on June 24, 2021 the water tower level dropped from 30’ to 11’ 

within 7 hours. In order to limit water usage, avoid a boil water 

order, and protect the water supply from contamination, the 

City implemented an emergency outdoor watering ban. Public 

safety and public health are the City’s top priorities, and we 

are trying to avoid situations that could compromise either the 

safety or health of the residents.


